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In El Dorado County and eastern Sacra-
mento County, we received $22 million in 
Proposition 1B funds to widen White Rock 
Road, the only non-state road project fund-
ed in the Congestion Mitigation Improve-
ment Account.

And citizens from throughout the region 
hopefully will soon realize the benefits of 
early federal and state funding for the Sac-
ramento Intermodal Station; a project with 
strong regional support. Beginning with 
rail relocation to improve rider safety and 
freight access through the rail station, this 
project will make it more convenient for 
those who currently use the system, and 
make it possible for even more people to 
begin using the system as more and more 
people in our region choose to leave their 
cars at home when traveling throughout 
our region, whether for work or recreation.

TOM COSGROVE 
Councilmember, City of Lincoln

At its December, January and February 
meetings the Board of Directors:

APPROVED state and federal advocacy strate-
gies for 2008; 

ENDORSED Northern California Trade Projects 
list for the Trade Corridors Improvement Fund 
(Proposition 1B); 

APPOINTED Lincoln Councilmember Tom Cos-
grove and Yolo County Supervisor Helen Thomson 
as SACOG Board Chair and Vice Chair; 

ADOPTED recommendations for 2008 Regional 
Air Quality and Bicycle & Pedestrian Funding 
programs; 

ADOPTED recommendations for 2008 State 
Transportation Improvement Program

ADOPTED Regional Housing Needs Plan; and
PARTICIPATED in workshops on the regional 

Rural-Urban Connections Strategy and climate 
change activities.
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BOARD CHAIR

Serving as the 
2008 Board Chair, 
I look forward 
to celebrating our 
shared successes 
and continuing our 
regional dialogue. 
SACOG is a trans-
portation planning 
agency, but it has 
also become a 
place for regional 
dialogue on issues 

of mutual interest and concern.
In my first years on the SACOG Board of 

Directors, I fought to expand the Board to 
include seats for each of our 28 jurisdictions 
in all six counties of our region: Yuba, Yolo, 
Sutter, Placer, El Dorado and Sacramento. 
When we expanded the Board from 19 to 
31 elected officials in 2003, we ensured that 
the SACOG Board truly could become the 
place for regional discussions.   It is not by 
accident that many of the region’s ground-
breaking successes occurred following this 
restructuring of our governing body that of-
fered everyone a seat at the table.

The Blueprint growth strategy project is 
an excellent example of regional collabo-
ration. It explored how our region would 
want to grow between now and 2050 with 
input from 5,000 residents of our region. In 
2004, the SACOG Board unanimously ad-
opted smart growth principles and a 
preferred growth scenario map.   

Cities and counties, planning together 
for our future, have benefited by adopting 
general plans consistent with our Blueprint 
smart growth principles. We are growing in 
our region in a smaller development foot-
print, using fewer natural resources, and as 
a result we are creating better transporta-
tion plans, saving money on infrastructure 
and contributing to a better environment.

We have benefited as a region by work-
ing cooperatively and have found a com-
petitive edge in applications for federal and 
state transportation resources.

In Lincoln, we are eager to start con-
struction possibly mid-year on the Highway 
65 Lincoln Bypass, after receiving $200 
million from the California Transportation 
Commission a year early.

BOARD 
ACTIONS

This is the twelfth in a 
series of articles featuring 
local governments using 
Blueprint Project principles 
in built projects, plans or 
general plans.

After only 10 years as a 
city, Citrus Heights is estab-
lishing a strong community 
identity by involving resi-
dents in current and long-
term planning. The city be-
gan to reestablish a unique 
identity with the Sylvan 
Corners redevelopment. 
Planners worked hand-in-
hand with business owners 
and area residents to bring 
new life into an area that 
historically was a lively 
public square. The success 
of Sylvan Corners spilled 
over into a revitalization 
plan for Auburn Boulevard 
in 2005. Citrus Heights is 
currently working on a 
large visioning project for 
Sunrise MarketPlace.

Sunrise MarketPlace  
Visioning Project

In mid-2007, residents, 
property and business 
owners came together 
for several workshops to 
help shape design plans, 
enhancements and modifi-
cations for Sunrise Market-
Place. Residents and prop-
erty owners then worked 
in small groups at a design 
studio to review three 3-D 
concept maps built from 
the workshops. 

The visioning project is 
now in the analysis phase. 
The final visioning docu-
ment will cover circulation 

and mobility, cultivation of 
open space, urban form and 
design, as well as land use 
and zoning issues that cur-
rently discourage property 
and business owners from 
making innovative changes. 
Visit www.visionSMP.net for 
more information.

“We are trying to remove 
barriers that limit quality 
designs, and create places 
that create community,” 
said SACOG Board Member 
and Citrus Heights Vice 
Mayor James Shelby. 
“The best ideas in the Sun-
rise Visioning Project and 
other community planning 
efforts have come from our 
residents.”

Infill Development

Citrus Heights is pro-
viding a variety of hous-
ing choices with two new 
infill projects. Antelope 
Commons is a mixed-use 
project that very efficiently 
combines 10 townhomes 
and 5,700 square feet of of-
fices on a one-acre lot. The 
building was designed with 
great care to fit into the ex-
isting neighborhood. 

Green Building

Sunrise Lofts brings 13 
homes to an area previ-
ously zoned for businesses. 
The Zero Energy Home 

development incorporates 
many green building fea-
tures, including onsite solar 
systems built into the roof 
(rather than attached pan-
els), tankless water heaters, 
high-efficiency air condi-
tioners and other measures. 
Homeowners will save an 
average of 55 percent on 
energy bills. As Zero Ener-
gy Homes, SMUD was able 
to help both the builder 
and each homeowner re-
ceive a $2,000 tax credit.

For more information 
contact Colleen McDuf-
fee at the city of Citrus 
Heights at (916) 727-4740 
or cmcduffee@citrus 
heights.net.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT FEATURE

City of Citrus Heights

Residents, property 
and business owners came 
together for several work-
shops to help shape and 
design plans for Sunrise 
Marketplace. To the right 
is one of the 3-D concept 
maps built from the work-
shops.

Continuing Regional Dialogue
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